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LABORATORY SPECTRA OF FIELD SAMPLES AS A CHECK
TWO ATMOSPHERIC CORRECTION METHODS







Atmospheric correction is the first step toward quantitative analysis of imaging
spectroscopy data. Two methods, MODTRAN model (Bosch et al., 1990) and the
empirical line (Conel et al., 1987), were used to convert AVIRIS radiance values to
reflectance values. A set of laboratory spectra of field samples corresponding to AVIRIS
coverage was used to assess these methods. This will also serve to select bands for future
quantitative analyses.
2. STUDY SITE AND DATA
The study site was Kelso Dune, California. It is covered by two segments, 01
and 02, of AVIRIS Kelso/Afton flight line flown on Sept. 28, 1989. The AVIRIS data
are radiometrically calibrated. The input parameters for the MODTRAN model are the
same as a previous LOWTRAN-7 study (Xu et al., 1992). The ground measurements
used in the empirical line methods are DAEDALUS spectra taken during the Geologic
Remote Sensing Field Experiment (GRSFE) (Arvidson et al., 1989) July, 1989 field
campaign. The measurements were taken on a bright target located at the parking area on
the road to the Dune and a dark gravel target located at the power station on the KelBaker
road. Field samples which are mainly sand were also taken from different places on or
near the Dune. The laboratory spectra were obtained by Brown University's RELAB
facility using the same phase angle as AVIRIS.
3. METHODS
The MODTRAN model atmospheric correction method is the same as the
LOWTRAN-7 method (Bosch et al., 1990) except the MODTRAN model is used instead
of LOWTRAN-7 model. MODTRAN model maintains complete compatibility with
LOWTRAN-7 but has higher resolution and a better band model than LOWTRAN-7. The
DAEDALUS raw data were first calibrated (Xu et al., 1992) before they were used in the
empirical line method (Conel et al., 1987). Pixel DN values of AVIRIS for bright and
dark targets were also needed to calculate the gain and offset for each band in the empirical
line method.
In order for different data set to be compared, all the data were convolved to
AVIRIS wavelength.
4. RESULTS
Only the laboratory spectra of samples taken on the homogenous and less than
1% vegetation dune surface were used in this study, so that samples were representative of
more than one pixel area and so that the corrected AVIRIS reflectance are close to
laboratory reflectance values. Nine RELAB spectra were selected for comparison with
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In this study, the MODTRAN-corrected AVIRIS data is generally better than
ground DAEDALUS measurement corrected AVIRIS data. The ground DAEDALUS
measurement is better in the water absorption wavelength ranges.
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Figure 1. MODTRAN model corrected AVIRIS data (solid line) and ground
DAEDALUS measurements corrected AVIRIS data (shorter dashed line)
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Figure 2. MODTRAN model corrected AVIRIS data (solid line) and ground
DAEDALUS measurements corrected AVIRIS data (shorter dashed line)
compared with RELAB reflectances of field sample X-93-1 (longer dashed
line).
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